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1.      Mission and Objectives	
 
The Democracy and Media Foundation provides financial support through subsidies to 
organizations and projects that contribute to the realization of the foundation's 
objectives, mission, pillars and priorities. 	
 
The statutory objectives of the Democracy and Media Foundation are to counter all forms 
of totalitarianism in social and political life and to strive for a vigorous democracy and 
multifaceted, opinionating media. These objectives are rooted in the origin of the 
Democracy and Media Foundation, which was established in 1944 by the founders of the 
illegal resistance newspaper Het Parool.	
 
These objectives shaped the foundation’s current mission: to invest in strong, critical 
media and a strong, just democratic state based on the rule of law. The Democracy and 
Media Foundation provides financial support to organizations, projects and other 
initiatives that promote this mission. The foundation can also provide (external) 
organizational advice and/or bring different initiatives together.	
 
 
2.      Pillars	
 
We have divided the two key elements from our current mission in five pillars. The key 
element independent, critical media comprises the pillars (i) truth-seeking and (ii) media 
innovation. The objective strong, just democratic state based on the rule of law comprises 
the pillars (iii) fundamental rights and freedoms, (iv) vigorous democracy and (v) 
commemoration and remembrance. 	
 
(i) Truth-seeking	
A well-informed society is a key condition for a properly functioning democracy. 
Therefore, the media play a crucial role as watchdogs of a society based on the rule of 
law. Independent, critical (investigative) journalism is under increasing pressure: attention 
spans of (online) news consumers are decreasing, the media landscape is changing and 
budgets for editorial offices are shrinking. However, for a society in a permanent state of 
(financial/Euro/refugee) crisis, finding and checking facts is crucial. Especially in a world 
that is governed by the economical interests of large multinationals. 	
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The Democracy and Media Foundation supports (journalistic) initiatives that focus on 
revealing hidden issues that are relevant for the public interest. These may be issues that 
have been purposefully withheld by people, (democratic) institutions or companies in a 
position of power, but also issues that have remained hidden in a excessive or chaotic 
mass of facts, circumstances and (contradictory) information. 	
 
Within the pillar truth-seeking, the Democracy and Media Foundation prioritizes 
(investigative) journalistic initiatives that aim to dismantle threats to our fundamental 
rights. For example by generating attention for the causes or urgency of such threats or 
contributing to a possible solution.	
 
(ii) Media innovation	
Recent (digital) developments provide many opportunities for innovation in media and 
journalism. Thanks to the possibilities of the internet, news and information facilities are 
growing all over the world. Numerous and diverse journalistic platforms are blooming, 
and innovators are developing new business and distribution models. New journalistic 
methods and formats, like data journalism, citizen journalism, podcasts and story-telling, 
have myriads of possibilities. The potential reach of journalism is much larger than it used 
to be: news consumers can hear more diverse voices, and journalistic platforms can more 
easily check and challenge those in power.	
 
These changes also pose a challenge to the journalistic landscape. Traditional media and 
news editing offices have to cope with changing revenue models due to shrinking 
membership and reader numbers, due at least in part to the increased concentration of 
media-ownership in the hands of a few corporations, and the focus on news by digital 
giants such as Facebook and Google. Not only revenue models, but also the quality and 
independence of journalistic productions are threatened by these developments.	
 
The concentration of power among (online) media giants has substantial consequences 
for the diversity of news providers and the opinions of their news consumers. Algorithms 
that feed users more of what providers like Facebook and Google think users would like 
to read, lead to a selective portrayal of the world by invisible means. This only confirms 
the reader's existing world view, instead of challenging it.	
 
Within the pillar media innovation the Democracy and Media Foundation prioritizes 
initiatives that:	



	
	

	

	

	

	

	 	

3	

a) develop innovative business and distribution models that serve media 
organizations in their quest for truth and checking those in power;	

b) search for answers to new power dynamics in the media landscape;	
c) use innovative journalistic approaches to interest an audience in stories which meet 

the objectives, mission, pillars and priorities of the Democracy and Media 
Foundation (e.g. constructive journalism, narrative journalism).	

 
(iii) Fundamental rights and freedoms	
In a strong, just democratic state based on the rule of law, constitutional rights define the 
relationship between citizens and the administrative and political power, just like the 
relationship between citizens and companies and among citizens themselves. When these 
constitutional rights are threatened, citizens can call upon the judiciary to uphold their 
rights. The rule of law is the cornerstone of a vital democracy, offering the framework for a 
society in which every human is truly free and equal. It is necessary that the government 
counters discrimination and racist behavior, but the government cannot do this on its 
own: in a strong democratic state based on the rule of law, government, non-
governmental organizations, companies and citizens all contribute to mutual respect and 
compliance with the rule of law.	
 
In practice, the rule of law is fragile. The protection of constitutional rights is jeopardized 
too often, as seen for example by statements of politicians or administrators. 
Constitutional rights are too often cast aside, for example in current discussions in the 
Netherlands about providing basic shelter for undocumented migrants, or in the 
extensive security measures proposed by the government that risk violating citizens' 
privacy. Within broader society too, companies and institutions at times fail to enforce 
fundamental rights and freedoms.  
 
The Democracy and Media Foundation finances projects and organizations that uncover 
and explain failures in (the compliance with and protection of) the rule of law. The 
foundation also supports initiatives that uphold the quality of the rule of law – where 
needed by offering counterweight to politics, administration or business. We also finance 
projects and organizations that protect and improve the implementation of fundamental 
rights in our society, as well as initiatives that challenge arbitrary adherence to the rule of 
law in general.	
 
Within the pillar fundamental rights and freedoms the Democracy and Media Foundation 
prioritizes initiatives that focus on:	
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a) freedom of speech, or the right to freely formulate and express an opinion within 
the framework of the law;	

b) the ban on discrimination/racism as well as the (sub)conscious unequal treatment 
or exclusion of others based on certain personal characteristics because they are 
part of a certain group;	

c) the right to respect for privacy in private and family life and correspondence in 
general, with emphasis on digital privacy. 	
 

(iv) Vigorous democracy 
Citizens have low faith in democratic institutions and the political and administrative elites 
that represent them. While citizens become increasingly critical, both online and in real 
life, democratic practice consists of one formal election every four years, supplemented 
with a sporadic closed-question referendum. The digital age offers many possibilities to 
inform and consult citizens, but many feel they have no insight in and no influence on the 
decisions and policies that affect their daily lives. Simultaneously, many small-scale 
democratic initiatives are blooming – outside the sphere of influence or interest of 'big 
politics'.	
 
The call for democratic renewal does not only arise from the local context. In today's 
international neoliberal system there too is a lack of voice and involvement. Citizens have 
little to no insight in, or influence on, international interests of and deals between 
governments, companies and social institutions. Nonetheless, these deals and interests 
influence and affect the quality of a just democratic state based on the rule of law. 
Examples include international agreements about involvement in wars and armed 
conflicts, fighting terrorism, or securing privacy. Therefore, politics, business and social 
institutions must act with integrity in order to establish public faith in democracy and the 
rule of law. Institutions in a position of power must fulfill their role in accordance with 
fundamental rights and within the framework of the rule of law.	
 
The Democracy and Media Foundation prioritizes initiatives that:	

a) develop new inclusive democratic practices (both in participation and 
representation) in a way that suits the digital era of informed citizens with diverse 
backgrounds.  
The Democracy and Media Foundation pays special attention to the inclusion of 
voices that are not heard, that are underrepresented or not sufficiently 
acknowledged. This because, in a democratic model that is based on majority 
consensus, the experience of a lack of influence, participation and representation is 
stronger for minorities.	
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b) contribute to increasing the accountability of governments, companies and social 
institutions, for example by improving accessibility and transparency.	

 
(v) Commemoration and remembrance	
The statutes and subsequent objectives of the Democracy and Media Foundation 
emerged from the understanding that the horrors of the Second World War should never 
happen again. This is why the Democracy and Media Foundation supports projects that 
oppose any form of totalitarianism and projects that strive for equality and personal 
freedom. The foundation also acknowledges the significance of remembering and 
commemorating events and periods during which freedom and equality were absent, 
within or with involvement of the Netherlands. Because of its history, the Democracy and 
Media Foundation pays extra attention (but not exclusively) to the Second World War. 
The generation that lived through this period is slowly disappearing, making it harder to 
keep the memories of this war alive and relevant for present generations. This while the 
values of democracy, freedom and equality are vulnerable and can never be taken for 
granted.	
 
The Democracy and Media Foundation supports initiatives that keep events from the past 
relevant and accessible to a large and diverse group – always with a direct and substantial 
link to the present.	
 
Within the pillar commemoration and remembrance the Democracy and Media 
Foundation prioritizes initiatives that pay attention to:	

a) the history of resistance newspaper Het Parool;	
b) events during the Second World War;	
c) the history of Dutch slavery and colonialism;	
d) opposition against a totalitarian reign in general sense.	

 
 
3. Geographical scope	
The foundation prioritizes projects and organizations with clear added value in the 
Netherlands. Within the Netherlands, preference goes out to projects with an 
international or national outlook, as well as local initiatives that are part of a broader 
strategy for change. Projects taking place outside the Netherlands are granted support 
only rarely. The foundation limits its support to organizations located in the 47 member 
states of the Council of Europe. Priority is granted to projects in countries were freedom 
of press and/or the democratic state based on the rule of law is under pressure.	
 


